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Dear ML Learning Community, 

We wanted to provide you with some updates and reminders to ensure the health and safety of our community 
as we partake in Halloween festivities and holiday celebrations in the days to come.   

This weekend our youngsters will enjoy the treats and tricks of Halloween that bring with it the possibility for 
close contact. While we certainly hope that our students enjoy the day, we trust they will do so responsibly.  To 
support the fun, the New Jersey Department of Health has developed helpful Halloween celebration guidance 
that we encourage you to review.  

As the holidays are fast approaching, families may be planning to travel out of state. If so, your child may be 
required to quarantine for 14 days before returning to school. A list of the state’s travel advisory restrictions can 
be found here. Please note your child will be permitted to shift to full remote learning during their quarantine. If 
you are planning on traveling outside of New Jersey, please notify your building principal to ensure the necessary 
arrangements can be made to support your child’s needs in the virtual setting.  

I would also like to include here an update on the question of making all students learn virtually for 14 days 
following extended school breaks (e.g. Thanksgiving, Winter Break, etc.).  One of the theories behind this 
thinking is that older siblings of our students would be returning from college and potentially exposing younger 
siblings to COVID.  Additionally, there is concern that families (and staff) may be traveling to one of the states 
on the self-quarantine list and may not self-quarantine.  There are many things to consider with this 
proposition.  First is that our reopening plan allows for limited time spent in school for students, minimized 
class sizes, designed spaces to allow for social distancing, and face covering and sanitization protocols, all of 
which combine to minimize the potential exposure to illnesses.   

In addition, we have heard directly from students that they are having more difficulty being engaged in a virtual 
environment rather than being in a classroom.  In regards to older siblings, many college students are learning 
remotely and are not attending classes in person.  Another consideration is that there are many families that will 
not be traveling to other states and may not have older students in college or returning from college.  Families 
who are not traveling or who do not have older children in college would unfairly have their PK-12 students forced 
to learn remotely in combination with the burden of finding childcare.    

As a result of these factors and considerations, we will not be requiring all students to participate in virtual 
learning for 14 days following school breaks. However, we will continue to stress the importance of reporting 
when traveling to a state on the quarantine list and stressing that families continue to check their students for 
signs and symptoms of illness.  

Please remain mindful of the importance of our collective effort that is essential to keeping our community 
healthy.  

Warm regards, 

Michael J. Fetherman 

Superintendent of Schools  
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uzmP93DEoqna3fJEmVzzzXVtPPQHlrzl/view?usp=sharing
https://covid19.nj.gov/faqs/nj-information/travel-and-transportation/which-states-are-on-the-travel-advisory-list-are-there-travel-restrictions-to-or-from-new-%20jersey

